
 
Diocese of Orlando 

Protocols regarding the Re-Opening of Churches and Sacramental Activities 

for the Basilica of St. Paul 

 

 Since March 18, 2020, in an effort to slow down the spread of the Coronavirus and in 

compliance with the norms put in place by local and state officials, public Masses within the 

Diocese of Orlando have been suspended. I am aware how this decision was difficult for many 

who longed to participate in the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church– especially during 

Holy Week and Easter.  

 

 Now, the same authorities have relaxed these social restrictions, it seems to be the 

appropriate time for churches to reopen and resume its sacramental activities. Therefore, to 

ensure that you can safely return to public worship, after much consultation and discernment, I, 

Bishop John G. Noonan, hereby decree the following directives to be strictly followed by all the 

parishes in the Diocese of Orlando.  Until further notice, the general dispensation for Sunday 

obligation will remain. 

 

As your bishop, I want to ensure that spiritual and sacramental nourishments are made 

available, I ask that you exercise discretion and caution in choosing to participate in these 

services as well as adhere to the safety measures that have been put in place for the good of the 

public. 

 

        Bishop John Noonan 

 

Below are the directives of Bishop Noonan with the protocol that will be followed at the Basilica 

of St. Paul. Note that each parish will implement these directives according to their particular 

population, needs and situation.  

 

I. Stages of Opening: 

 Monday, May 11 to Friday May 15:  The Basilica of St. Paul will be open for the faithful 

to come in to pray from 10 am until 12 noon. The Eucharist will be exposed for 

adoration.  

Social distancing is to be observed.  There will be restricted access to the Basilica. Please 

park in the Basilica School parking lot and enter the church through the courtyard (Pope 

Plaza) entrance in order to monitor the number people in the church.  

 

 Monday, May 18 to Saturday, May 30 (except Sunday May 24): Daily Mass is to be 

celebrated at 9 am while observing proper social distancing. Please use the designated 

pews that are not blocked off and sit with one person per kneeler in the pew to allow for 

social distancing. Families who live in same household may sit together.  



 The church door at the courtyard entrance will open at 8:30 am. There will be no access 

from Mullally Street, so please park in the Basilica School parking lot. 

 The Basilica will remain open until 12 noon during this time period.   

 As a part of social distancing, 25% occupancy of the Basilica during Mass will be 

observed. (approximately 150 people). 

 Parishioners are encouraged to wear face masks.  

  If the crowd exceeds the authorized capacity, entry may be denied.  

 

 Starting the weekend of May 30-31: Weekend Masses will be resumed at the Basilica of 

St. Paul. The Basilica will keep its regular schedule of Masses: 4 P.M. Vigil, 8:30 am, 

11:00 am, 1:00 P.M. in Spanish and 6:00 P.M. 

 The protocol above for daily Mass will be observed.  

 Those who experience coughing, fever, and cold -like symptoms, out of consideration for 

themselves and others, are NOT to attend Mass. 

 If the crowd at any Mass exceeds the authorized capacity (150 people), parishioners will 

be directed to the Damascus Room, Vestibule or to an overflow Mass in Mullally Hall.  

 A recorded Sunday Mass will still be available through the Basilica website and Parish 

App.  

 Missing Sunday Mass during the time of the Pandemic does NOT constitute a mortal sin, 

Bishop Noonan has dispensed the obligation to attend Sunday Mass.  

 There will be no missalettes in the pews. Parishioners are encouraged to use electronic 

devices or their personal devotional booklets for the scripture readings and prayers. 

 There will be no Holy Water in the font, but parishioners are encouraged to bless 

themselves as customary upon entering the Basilica.  

 Parishioners are encouraged to wear masks/gloves during Mass.  

 Candles will be available beginning Monday May 11. Suggested donation is $5.00. Once 

you have selected your candle from the box the Hospitality Minister will light the candle 

for you, and you may place it in a candle stand of your choice.  

 The religious article shop will not be open.  

 Blessed palms will be available at all Masses on May 30/31. 

 Bulletins will be available on-line only.  

 

 

II. Regarding the Mass: 

 Until further notice, general dispensation for Sunday obligation will remain. 

 Sunday Mass in English and Spanish will be made available online from a variety of 

sources.  

 Those who experience coughing, fever, and cold-like symptoms, out of consideration for 

themselves and others, are NOT to attend Mass. 

 Seating in the Basilica will be organized in such a way as to ensure proper social 

distancing. Every other pew will be marked off. One person per kneeler, please. The 

chairs in the side aisles are to remain in place. 

 The faithful who attend Mass are to follow cautionary protocols put in place.  

 Offertory envelopes will be placed in baskets by the exit doors as you leave the Basilica 

at the end of Mass. Ushers will not take up the collection during the Preparation of the 



Gifts. On-line giving is highly encouraged. See Basilica web site or My Parish App to 

enroll. 

 Bringing up the gifts by the faithful is suspended until further notice. 

 The Lord’s Prayer is prayed without holding hands. 

 The Sign of Peace is offered with a bow or a verbal greeting. 

 Communion is to be received on the hands. Reception from the communion cups is 

suspended. Although our personal piety regarding the Eucharist may not be fulfilled, we 

ask that a sacrifice be made for the health, benefit and common good of our brothers and 

sisters in Christ.  

 At the end of Mass, because of social distancing we ask that you wave from afar and 

leave the Basilica property to share fellowship.  

 

III. Regarding the Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

 Out of concern for tight confines of the confessional, confessions will be heard in more 

open spaces such as the outdoor plaza or the Damascus Room.  

 Confessions are available by appointment only on Saturday’s from 2:30 to 4:00 P.M. 

until Saturday May 30 when they will return to their normal time slot of 2:30 to 3:30 

P.M. 

 Call the parish office for an appointment. 

 

IV. Regarding the Celebration of other Sacraments 

 

 Baptisms, weddings and funerals will be arranged through the parish office and will 

follow proper social distancing guidelines.  

 The date for First Holy Communion will be set at a later time.  

 Anointing of the Sick is administered to those who are seriously ill or close to dying, 

observing all necessary cautionary measures.  

 

V. Regarding Other Pertaining Matters 

 Even though Sacramental activities at parishes are resumed, faith formation classes, 

parish devotional and prayer groups, parish social activities (coffee and donuts, ministry 

group meetings, funeral receptions, etc.) are not to be held until further notice. 

 

For more information regarding the protocol for celebrating Mass during the pandemic, 

please watch the video, “Prayerfully Returning To Our Parishes” with this link,  

https://www.orlandodiocese.org/bishop-noonans-reopening-message/ 
 

On behalf of our parish staff, we welcome you back to celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of the 

Mass in the Basilica of St. Paul once again. “Behold, new things have come!” 

  

         Fr. Tim Daly 

         Pastor 

 

https://www.orlandodiocese.org/bishop-noonans-reopening-message/

